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reminded many listeners of piano stars Oscar
Peterson and Erroll Garner.

“Dick showed you that jazz is fun,” David
Einhorn, Mr. Morgan’s bass player for 17
years, said Wednesday in an interview. “Dick
was a guy who could bring you to tears and
make you laugh and make you bounce in your
seat, all in one song.”

In the mid-1950s, when Mr. Morgan was
working in Norfolk, the trombonist and
bandleader Tommy Dorsey invited him to join
his group in Las Vegas. The job was cut short
when Dorsey died in 1956. During his time in
Las Vegas, Mr. Morgan performed at a birth-
day party for Frank Sinatra, with Sinatra sing-
ing along with him.

By the late 1950s, Mr. Morgan had returned
to Norfolk, where he often worked with Vir-
ginia-born guitarist Charlie Byrd, who helped
launch the bossa nova craze of the 1960s.
Byrd helped bring Mr. Morgan to Washington,
where he was soon leading a trio at the old
Showboat Lounge in Adams Morgan.

Saxophonist Julian “Cannonball” Adderley,
then at the height of his fame, was so bowled
over by what he heard from Mr. Morgan that
he called his record label. Within a week, a re-
cording crew came to Washington to capture
Mr. Morgan in a live album, “Dick Morgan at
the Showboat” (1960). His drummer on the re-
cording, Bertell Knox, continued to work with
Mr. Morgan for more than 50 years.

“I don’t make any claims to be a first-class
jazz pianist,” Mr. Morgan told the Richmond
Times-Dispatch in 2007. “I'm somebody that
will immediately get immersed in the audience
and get them to pay attention. That has car-
ried me through the years. | play for the audi-
ences—I don’t play for me.”

Richard Lewis Morgan was born June 5,
1929, in Petersburg, Va. By the time he was
5, he could play hymns from memory—after
his mother had played them just once on the
pump organ at his family’s home.

Largely self-taught on piano, Mr. Morgan
had his own radio show in Petersburg when
he was 10. He learned mostly from older mu-
sicians passing through nearby Fort Lee, Va.,
and had a early encounter with bandleader
Duke Ellington, who encouraged his budding
career.

Mr. Morgan attended Virginia State Univer-
sity and played in an Army combo in the early
1950s.

He often had extended hotel and club en-
gagements in the Bahamas, Bermuda, Can-
ada and Puerto Rico, but Mr. Morgan became
a Washington fixture, with long residences at
the Top of the Town in Arlington, Pirate’s
Hideaway in Georgetown and, more recently,
the Madison Hotel in downtown D.C.

In 1997, a Washington Post critic praised
Mr. Morgan’s album “After Hours,” noting that
he “taps into the essence of the blues” and
“an engagingly blue mood envelops the lis-
tener, thanks to his rippling tremolos and lei-
surely paced turnarounds.”

Mr. Morgan’s final recording, the solo album
“Bewitched,” was released in 2010. He gave
his last performance in April.

His first marriage, to the former Lois Jose-
phine Fountain, ended in divorce. He was pre-
deceased by a son from an earlier relation-
ship, James Morgan, and a stepson, Roland
Everett.

Survivors include his wife of 44 years, Syl-
via Everett Morgan of Silver Spring; a daugh-
ter from his first marriage, Anita M. Harris-
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Jones of Norfolk; a stepdaughter, L. Verlon
Colwell of Washington; seven grandchildren;
10 great-grandchildren; and five great-great-
grandchildren.

When he was approaching 50, Mr. Morgan
returned to college at the behest of a friend,
comedian Bill Cosby, and graduated in 1979
from the Washington program of Antioch Col-
lege. He received a law degree from Howard
University in 1983 but never pursued a legal
career, preferring to stay at the piano.

“He really touched audiences because of
how he understood the music and how he
could convey what the music was saying,”
Steve Abshire, his guitarist for the past 29
years, said Wednesday. “He had a way of
communicating the music that went straight to
the heart.”

———

ON THE OCCASION OF THE CEN-
TENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 18, 2013

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to join with the members of the Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc. to celebrate the centen-
nial anniversary of their brotherhood, which is
bound together under the ideals of scholarship
and service.

When it was founded by A. Langston Taylor,
Leonard F. Morse and Charles |. Brown at
Howard University in the early days of 1914,
Phi Beta Sigma was envisioned as a fraternal
organization that would seek an inclusive
membership of meritorious young leaders. To-
gether the founders sought to build a brother-
hood committed to serving the communities in
which they were raised—empowering resi-
dents and bringing together friends and neigh-
bors to create positive change.

One-hundred years later, Phi Beta Sigma
has grown into a thriving international fraternal
network, with hundreds of collegiate and alum-
ni chapters and an impressive list of accom-
plishments. In the early part of the Twentieth
Century, its members answered the call to
serve their nation in the face of unprecedented
challenges—fighting bravely in the U.S. Armed
Forces during World War | and World War II.
Phi Beta Sigma’s members were at the fore-
front of the Harlem Renaissance, an incredible
resurgence of the unique and rich cultural con-
tributions African-American communities have
made to our country. During the Great De-
pression, Phi Beta Sigma worked to ensure
that a college education remained an attain-
able goal for America’s African-American com-
munity by offering scholarships. And during
the 1950s, members of Phi Beta Sigma were
among the individuals leading the charge for
Civil Rights in Selma, Alabama, and across
the nation, including my distinguished col-
league, Congressman JOHN LEWIS.

As a Member of Congress from the Greater
Detroit region, | have the privilege of rep-
resenting many Phi Beta Sigma members of
the Alpha Alpha Beta Sigma, Nu Alpha Sigma
and Xi Beta Sigma alumni chapters in the
Greater Detroit area, as well as several colle-
giate chapters across the Southeast Michigan
region. In their efforts to fulfill the mission of
their brotherhood, they have supported organi-
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zations like Forgotten Harvest that rescue and
redistribute food to organizations that assist
food insecure families in Michigan, been men-
tors to young men in the Big Brother program
and the Boy Scouts of America, and assisted
seniors with maintaining their households. Fur-
thermore, they have undertaken endeavors
that support HIV/AIDS education and aware-
ness, created scholarship programs to in-
crease access to higher education and that
have increased the quality of living in commu-
nities across the Greater Detroit region. Most
recently, Phi Beta Sigma has been at the front
of a campaign to eliminate hazing in frater-
nities and sororities across our country.

In addition to the greater local chapters of
the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. in the
Southeast Michigan area, | also extend my
congratulations to the Epsilon Tau Sigma, Pi
Rho Sigma and Zeta Gamma Sigma alumni
chapters, as well as the many collegiate chap-
ters that serve other communities across
Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great pleasure to con-
gratulate the Michigan members of the Phi
Beta Sigma as they celebrate their centennial
with their brothers from around the world. In
one-hundred years, they have given rise to
leaders that have been at the forefront of
shaping our nation in the defining moments of
the Twentieth Century and engaged in count-
less service projects that have increased the
vitality of communities around the world. |
know they must be very proud of this incred-
ible milestone in their organization’s history
and | wish them many years of continued suc-
cess in their service to our communities.

——————

EXCHANGE OF LETTERS ON H.R.
3350, KEEP YOUR HEALTH PLAN
ACT OF 2013

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 18, 2013

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing for the RECORD.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,
Washington, DC, November 14, 2013.
Hon. DAVE CAMP,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN CAMP: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 3350, the ‘“‘Keep Your
Health Plan Act of 2013.”” As you noted, there
are provisions of the bill that fall within the
Committee on Ways and Means’ Rule X juris-
diction.

I appreciate your willingness to forgo ac-
tion on H.R. 3350, and I agree that your deci-
sion does not in any way prejudice the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means with respect to
the appointment of conferees or its jurisdic-
tional prerogatives on this or similar legisla-
tion.

I will include a copy of your letter and this
response in the Congressional Record during
consideration of H.R. 3350 on the House floor.

Sincerely,
FRrRED UPTON,
Chairman.
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